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ſcience, againſt which he muſt not gg | 


> 


/ ANSWERS to them.” 


} | Firſt Query, 


Hether the matter of the late Declaration, be Illegal ? . 

Www Firſt Anſwer, It 1s alltogether Illegal : The Foot upon 
| which the Declaration ftands, being a Pawer vot Only 
to diſpence in Contingent and Particular Caſes, which if the Law- 
givers could have fore-ſeen, Then they would have provided a- _ 
gainſt it ; But the Diſpencing with all ſorts of Lawsin Caſes con- + - 
trary to the very Deſignand End of making them Such aPower, 
1s not properly a Diſpencing, but a Diſanulling Power, and is 
highly prejudicial to the King himſelf, becauſe it cakes away that 
Faith and Truſt which His People repoſe ii'Him, when a Law is 
made, which They look upon as Their Security. ©» 

Secondly, It is true, Each Biſhop or Miniſter is not a capable 
Judge in ſuch caſes, buit he is the Judge for his own private Con- 


- 


V 


Thirdly, This Caſe is Pulflickly Adjudged againſt in Parliament 
1672: ( Secondly ) The general forbgarance of Addreſſes ground- 


- ed upon thelllegality of that Diſpencing Power, ſhews this to have 


been the Judgment of the ggeateſt part of the Clergy and Others. 
(Thirdly) The Declaration of the preſent Judges, goes no further 
than ſuch a Military Caſe of Sir Edward Hayles, tor it was a 
Particular Judgment upon that particular Caſe, and in whatſoever 
words it was expreft, it never yetcame Legally to the Cognizance 
of the Subject. | 
Fourthly, The Biſhops refuſing to ſend the Order and Declara- 


" tion, the Miniſters have ſomething more than their own private 


Judgments to move them to refuſe to Read it, 
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cally conlidering the Weight of this Matter : All Our Laws and 


(2) 
6 Second Query. 
Whether an Unlawful Matter may be Lawfully Publiſhed ? 


Avnſwer. AnUnlawful Matter is not to be Publiſht, if he who 


publiſhes it thinks the matter Unlawful. For, = 

Firft, It cannot come to him, being Illegal, by any Legal Au- 
thority, for the King can do no llegal Thing ; and if His Officers 
doir, they do it not by the King's Authority : And therefore the 
refuſing of it is no Diſobedience, being no lllegal Refuſal. ' 


Secondly, If then the Biſhops and Miniſters publiſh the De- 


claration, they do it Voluntarily as. their Own ACt, and confſe- 
quently publiſh anlllegal Thing, without Legal Authority ; They 


are Puniſhable for it, having done what they had no Legal Au-. 
_ 


thority to do. 
Third Query. 
What are the ill Conſequences. of Reading the Declaration ? 
Anſwer, They are many, and great, and therefore in Prudence 
as well as Conſcience, It Ought not to be done. 


Firff, Great Numbers will Juſtly Judge the Clergy Cowards * 


and Hypocrites, 1n Publiſhing what they think legal, and Iilegal- 
ly Sent to them. - | 

Secondly, Many who have Votes for Parliament Men, will take 
this for the Conſent of the Publiſhers, and be ſtrengthened in the 
chooſing fuch Men as ſhall be Friends, not only tothe Indulgence, 
bur to, the Foundation of it, the Difpencing Power. , 
Thirdly, They will have reaſon to take this for a Conſent to it, 
becauſe there can be no dther Intention in Ordering it to be 'Pub- 
liſhe, but to make the Clergy Parties to it, for it'is as much known 
before it be Read, as it will be after the Reading of it; Therefore 


'the making it Known, is not the Only Thing intended. 


Fourthly, And ſo it will ba Interpreted and [mproyed by thoſe 
that intend to make their Advantage by it, who-will publiſh it in 
the Gazette, Publick Occurrences, andpther Papers, That the Clergy 
bath Approv'd His Majeſty's Declaration of Liberty of Conſcience, by 
their Solemn Reading of it in their Churches in the time of Divine 
Service. ; | | 

Eifthly, After which they may Expect further Things may be 
Ordered to be Publiſhed by them, ac which they. muſt make a 
Stand, and their making a. Stand when they have loft their Repu- 
ration; Will be of no force : It is beſt then to ſtop at firſt, Eſpe- 


the 


(3). | 
the Teſt, and Our Intereſt in Them, being Concerned therein. 


-  Objettions in Geneal. 
It may be Objected, That there. will ron Inconveniencies 
_ on the other ſide. To which it may be ered, 


If the thing be Illegal, both in che Matter and the rutlicedin 
we are tot to do it for fear of its inconveniencies, bur to perfor vr 
our Duty, and to "leave the event: to God, a certain Evil muſt 
not be done to ayoid a contingent one. 

Obje&ions in Particular. 

It may be Objected ( firſt.) ,This will be Interpreted by the 
Papiſt as a failure in our great Principles of Loyalty. To which 
Tho things may be Anſwered, | 

Firſt, That our non Addrefling was fo Interpreted in Books as. 
well as Diſcourſes, but had,no eltect to. blaſt our Loyalty, tho 
the Clergy refuſed to . 4ddre/; even in a Branch that made for 
themſelves, becauſe of that one Foundation on which that cauſe 
ſtood, with the reſt of the Diſſ pencing Power: 

Secondly, Loyalty being Obedience according to Lak They 
are the Loyal Men who a& nor contrary thereunto. And the 
beſt Friends to the Crown are thoſe which ſupport the Law. 

Thirdly, They ſtill maintain the Principle of Sitttering without 
any Un-Chriſtian Oppoſition. 

Second Objection, It may be further Objected, That Denters 
will conſtrue this Refuſal, as a Declaration againſt all Tenderneſs 
to them:- 

Anſwer, -To which i it may be Anſwered, (firſt ) That they had 
never ſuch aſſurances from our Churchmen of their Inclination to 


' Tenderneſs.to them as they have now received. 


Secondly, They cannot but ſve, Thar this Refuſal- was not to 
hinder any favours towards them, by this -Indulgence, but the 
DOE Power, which if it takes place, They cannot but diſ- 
cern, of hat a New Magna Charta for Liberty of Conſcience will 
be of no validity to them, for a New Declaration may diſpence 
with it at pleaſure. 

Laſtly, The wiſeſt and beſt of them do look upon our Refuſal as 


a Teiiimony of our ſincerity to the Proteffant Religion, and not of 
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© any diſaifeCtion to them. 


Third objection, It may be ObjeCcted, That Suſpenſion or De- 
privation of the Refuſers may follow, whereby the People of our 
Church may be left as Sheep without a Shepherd, 

_ | Anſwer, 


"AF = -* 

Anſwer. Firſt, The ge and our Religion, willfuffer leſs by 
che Conſcienciouſneſs of their Suſpended Minilters, than it will by 
their Hlegal' Complyanc&in fo great and Fundamental a Point. 

Secondly , God will provide for them, being his Cauſe for 
which chey ſuffer. _;. 

Thirdly, They have other Thoughts of the K IN G's Clemen- 
cy and Juſtice, when He is informed by Men of Conſciences a- 
gainit the Councels of Men of Intereſt. For how can the K:np 
( at the very time he proclaims entire Liberty of Conſcience to 
all, even thoſe who formerly were lookt uporrhis Enemies ) 
do-an 'open violence to the Conſciences of thoſe who have ever 
been acknowledged to be his Friends. When He conſiders it, / 
He will not deny to us alone what He grants to every body elſe: | 
This in duty we ought to conclnde of, if we be miſtaken, it. may 
{erye to free others from more dangerous Errours. | 


